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Henry Rowe Schoolcraft, a native of Massachusetts, traveled to Missouri Territory and Arkansas
Territory in 1818 to investigate mining prospects in the region. In 1821 he published his
personal journal of his trip, Journal of a Tour into the Interior of Missouri and Arkansaw, His
view of Arkansas Territory was highly negative, but does give some insight into life on the
frontier.
From Journal of a Tour into the Interior of Missouri and Arkansaw, Henry R. Schoolcraft (1821)
Our approach was announced by the loud and long continued barking of dogs, who
required repeated bidding before they could be pacified; and the first object worthy of remark
which presented itself on emerging from the forest, was the innumerable quantity of deer, bear,
and other skins, which had been from time to time stretched out, and hung up to dry on poles and
trees around the house. These trophies of skill and prowess in the chace were regarded with
great complacency by our conductor as we passed among them, and he told us, that the house
were about to visit belonged to a person by the name of Wells, who was a forehanded man for
these parts, and a great hunter. He had several acres of ground in a state of cultivation, and a
substantial new-built log-house, consisting of one room, which had been lately exchanged for
one less calculated to accommodate a growing family. Its interior would disappoint any person
who has never had an opportunity of witnessing the abode of man beyond the pale of the
civilized world. Nothing could be more remote from the ideas we have attached to domestic
comfort, neatness, or conveniency, without allusion to cleanliness, order and the concomitant
train of household attributes, which make up the sum of human felicity in refined society.
The dress of the children attracted our attention. The boys were clothed in a particular
kind of garment made of deer-skin, which served the double purpose of shirt and jacket. The
girls had buck-skin frocks, which it was evident, by the careless manner in which they were
clothed, were intended to combine the utility both of the linen and calico, and all were
abundantly greasy and dirty. Around the walls of the room hung the horns of deer and buffalo,
rifles, shot-pouches, leather-coats, dried meat, and other articles, composing the ward-robe,
smoke-house, and magazine of our host and family, while the floor displayed great evidence of
his own skill in the fabrication of household furniture. A dressed deer-skin, sewed up much in
the shape the animal originally possessed, and filled with bear’s oil, and another filled with wild
honey, hanging on opposite sides of the fire-place, were too conspicuous to escape observation,
for which indeed, they appeared to be principally kept, and brought forcibly to mind the
ludicrous anecdote of potatoes and point –
Our first care was to inform our host that we wished something to eat; that we had come
across the wilderness from Mine a Burton, had been twenty-four days out, and ran short of shot,
and that we had been without meat or bread for several days. We were about to add, that we
were inexperienced in hunting and travelling in the woods, and had probably fared worse than an
old hunter would have done in our situation; but he anticipated our design, notwithstanding our

being disguised as hunters, and taking hold of my company’s shot-gun, remarked, ‘I reckon,
stranger, you have not been used much to travelling in the woods.’
While his wife was preparing a meal, we entered into a general conversation on the
subject of our journey, and obtained from him such directions as were necessary for continuing
our course, which we now learned we had widely missed. He inquired respecting the country we
had crossed, what were the streams, the kind of wood, and the game. All this was done with a
view either of learning from us, or of judging for himself whether it was a region for hunting,
and what animals it abounded with. He was particularly anxious for bear, deer being very
common in all parts, and to use his words, ‘hardly worth shooting’; and from information we
gave him, he immediately determined to set out the next day on a bear-hunt, up the Great North
Fork. His wife seemed to take a very great interest in this piece of information, and was even
more particular than he in inquiries respecting the freshness of the signs we had seen.
We now sat down to a meal of smoaking-hot cornbread, butter, honey, and milk, a diet
we should at anytime have relished, but in the present instance very judiciously set before us;
and after eating as much as we supposed two hearty men ought to, arose unsatisfied, not more
from a regard to moral than physical propriety. After supper we made many inquiries respecting
the region we were in; its bearing and relation to the nearest settlements; the quality of soil,
mineral and vegetable productions, &c. topics upon which he readily gave us information. He
was ever anxious to show that he knew something of civilized society (from which, by the way,
we had afterwards reason to conclude he had made a sudden escape), told us, that he sometimes
went on business into the settled parts of Lawrence county, and that he then lived within a
hundred miles of a justice of the peace, and by way of proving this, showed us a summons he
had himself lately received. He desired us to read it, (a thing neither himself nor any member of
his family could do), but with all our ingenuity in deciphering syllables and connecting words,
we could not tell him when, or where, that suit was to be held; who he was to answer, nor,
indeed, make any sense out of it.
In the course of the evening I tried to engage our hostess and her daughters in small-talk,
such as passes current in every social corner; but, for the first time, found I should not
recommend myself in that way. They could only talk of bears, hunting, and the like. The rude
pursuits, and the coarse enjoyments of the hunter state, were all they knew.
The evening was now far spent; we had related the most striking incidents of our tour,
and had listened in return to many a hunting exploit, in the course of which, the trophies on the
wall were occasionally referred to as proof, when a motion was made for sleep, and we lay down
on a skin before the fire, happy in the reflection that we had a roof to cover us. Distance twelve
miles.
Tuesday, Dec. 1st.

We had concluded to spend this day in preparations for recommencing our journey on the
next. Our dress now required attention. Our shoes were literally cut to pieces by the stony
region we had crossed, and we had purchased a deer-skin for the purpose of making ourselves a
pair of mockasons a-piece. We also had purchased some corn for bread, some wild honey, and a
little lead. The former required pounding in a mortar, and the latter moulding into bullets, or
shot. All this was imperiously necessary; and we had, therefore, determined to devote the day in
making preparations, but we found our host and his sons early busied in equipping themselves
for a bear-hunt up the Great North Fork, and as they would pass near the place where we had left
our horse and baggage on the 27th of November, determined not to lose so good and opportunity
of being safely piloted back. Our wayward course for the last two days had already carried us as
many miles in a direct line toward it, and he told us he could by a near route carry us there before
nine o’clock at night. This served to increase our anxiety, which he had no sooner raised to the
highest point, then he refused to conduct us, unless we could pay a certain sum of money, which
he stipulated. He had already found we had money, for we had paid him very liberal, if not
exorbitant prices, for every thing we had received, and it had only served to inflame his avarice.
There was no alternative in our present situation, and we agreed to his demand, provided he
would kill us a deer, either on the way, or before he left our camp. This arranged, we began
early in the morning to beat our corn into meal, by means of a wooden mortar and pesle he kept
in the top of a firm stump, and a large wooden pestle attached to a spring-pole, adapted to play
into it. It was an unwieldy apparatus, and worked with a tremendous clattering, attended with
incredible fatigue to the operator. At eleven o’clock, however, we were ready for a march, and
shouldering our knapsacks and guns, set forward toward the north-west, accompanied by our
host, his sons, and a neighbor, seven men in all, armed and equipped for a bear-hunt, and
followed by a troop of hungry dogs, who made the woods, re-echo with their cries. They were
all on horseback but ourselves, and as we were heavy laden, and sore-footed, we soon fell into
the rear, which obliged the cavalcade occasionally to halt until we came up. After we had
proceeded some miles, in the course of which it had been demonstrated, that we were unable to
keep up with them, and that their frequent stopping would prevent our arrival at the hunter’s
camp that night, they offered us the privilege we reached the camp near ten o’clock at night, and
found our horse and baggage all safe. Distance twenty miles.
Wednesday, Dec. 2nd
Two men had been detached from our party yesterday for the purpose of killing the
stipulated deer; and that they might proceed more cautiously, took another route, and reached the
camp some time before our arrival, but were unsuccessful, only bringing in a couple of turkeys,
one of which was immediately roasted for supper. Early this morning, therefore, several of the
party went out in quest of game, but all returned at intervals within two hours, completely
unsuccessful, and after finishing the other turkey by way of breakfast, suddenly mounted their
horses and bid us adieu. So abrupt a movement took us rather by surprise, and as they trotted off
through an adjoining forest, we stood surveying the singular procession, and the singular beings

of whom it was composed, and which, taken altogether, bore no comparison with any thing
human or divine, savage or civilized, which we had never before witnessed, but was rather
characterized in partaking of whatever was disgusting, terrific, and outré in all. It was, indeed, a
novel and striking spectacle, such as we had never before experienced, and when they had passed
out of sight we could not forbear an expression of joy at the departure of men, in whose presence
we felt rather like prisoners than associates. From their generosity we had received nothing; they
had neglected to fulfil one of the most essential engagements, and departed without even an
apology for it; their manner and conversation were altogether rough and obscene, and their
conduct such as to make us every moment feel that we were in their power. Nothing could more
illy correspond with the ideas we had formed of our reception among white hunters, than the
conduct we had experienced from these men. Their avarice, their insensibility to our wants, not
to call them sufferings, and their flagrant violations of engagements had served to sink them in
our estimation to a very low standard; for, deprived of its generosity, its open frankness, and
hospitality, there is nothing in the hunter-character left to admire.
Left alone, we began to reflect upon our own situation, which, with every advantage that
had been gained by our visit to the hunters, was still extremely unpleasant. As to provision, we
had corn, meal, and some honey, but we had not enough of either to last a great while without
meat; and besides, the voracious appetite created by the exertion of travelling demanded
something more. We had only succeeded in procuring a sufficient quantity of lead to mould five
bullets. We had purchased a skin for making mockasons. We had got directions for continuing
our voyage, and knew the relative situation of the country we were in. In so much was our
condition bettered, and preferable to what we found it five days before, on quitting the same
camp in quest of a settlement. But we still lacked animal food, we lacked lead, and guns adapted
to hunting; and we lacked that experience necessary to enable us to pursue our way successfully
through a wilderness, by directions which were either very vague, or not founded on an
acquaintance with that part of the country, the latter of which we had strong reasons for believing
to be the case.
Our first care, after the departure of the hunters, was to make ourselves mockasons, and
we spent the day in this and other preparations, necessary to the comfort, convenience, and safety
of our tour.

